


Richard Topol and his father, Art Topol.




On the day of his daughter’s birth, Rich Topol finds himself
searching for guidance about how to best be a father. He lost
his at a young age, and feels wholly unprepared to embark
on his own journey in raising a child. At this all important
moment, Topol finds himself reflecting on the surrogate
father figures that have populated his life.

By engaging directly with the audience, Topol invites us to
examine our own familial relationships, and consider the
ways in which our work impacts our time with friends and
family. Searching for Mr. Moon is a play for anyone who has
contemplated the mysteries of parenthood and mortality.



|
i
i
H‘\
|
A
"
)
./

s
|
i &
[
-
B
-
o

Members of the Searching for Mr. Moon Cast
and Creative Team. Photo by Mical Huston.




Playwright and Actor Richard Topol on
Searching for Mr. Moon




Director Julia Gibson on Searching for Mr. Moon




Playwright Willy Holtzman on Searching for Mr. Moon







Richard Topol with his wife Eliza, father-in-law Lukas Foss,
and daughter Sabina.




Searching for Mr. Moon is Topol's
playwriting debut.

He has twice appeared on our
mainstage in Loot (1990-1991 season)
and in Scapin (1996-1997 season).

During his career, Topol has appeared
in regional theaters across the
country and in eight Broadway
productions, most recently as Lemml
in Paula Vogel's Indecent .




Richard Topol (back row fourth from left) and the cast of
the Public’s King Lear, 2011.




Lukas Foss was born in
Berlin and moved to the US
when he was 15 years old.

He began composing at
age 7, published his first
work at 15, and at 23 he
became the youngest
composer to win a
Guggenheim Fellowship.




Foss's early works are
neo-classical, and are influenced
by his love for composers like Bach
and Stravinsky.

His later works are more
avante-garde. He is particularly
known for experimenting with
improvisation and aleatory music.




Lukas Foss on composing
(excerpt from an interview with Bruce Duffie)




Lukas and Cornelia Foss, with the Bernsteins, giving a concert at Tanglewood in 1953.
A message from Foss to Bernstein is signed across the photograph.




Aleatory music, also known as chance music, is a
style of music in which chance or indeterminate
elements are left for the performer to realize.

In aleatoric compositions, there are designated
sections with notes about how the improvisation
may be performed and for how long.

There are also pieces that allow performers to
reorder the structure of the composition or
choose to play certain parts simultaneously.
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Cornelia Foss is a German-born
American painter.

Her style is known as “painterly
realism,” which is illustrated in
her ability to capture the detall
and the reality of the scene,
while still using bold
brushstrokes to make the
painting look like a painting.







